
When architect Robert Maschke, a 2011 
AIA National Honor Award recipient, 
was asked to design something as unas-

suming as a bus shelter for the rough-around-the-
edges Detroit Shoreway neighborhood in Cleveland, 
Ohio, he did not take the task any more or less 
lightly than had he been designing a skyscraper. The 
project is a part of the neighborhood’s $3.5 million 
transformation into the area’s Gordon Square Arts 
District; and Maschke was asked to design the bus 
shelter to also serve as the first piece of public art.

“Our offices and studio are in this neighbor-
hood, so obviously we are invested in its rebound,” 
Maschke said of the Lake Erie adjacent community 
where Robert Maschke Architects Inc. is located. 
“When we opened here six years ago, we were the 
first private investors. There wasn’t talk at the time 
if the neighborhood would come back or that it 
would become the arts district that it is develop-
ing into today.”

Behind the revitalization is Cleveland’s Council-
man Matt Zone who first involved Maschke in the 
project. The entire story was filmed in a documentary 
called “The Bus Stops Here” by Qian Li.

“We went to Maschke and said that we’d like 
to have him design these bus shelters for us,” Zone 
said in the film. “They are really going to send a 
message that this community cares about where they 
live and they pay attention to every single detail.”

The “Gordon Square Bus Shelter” design uses a 
single stainless steel surface which wraps and folds 
like origami to form both a shelter and sculpture. 
The shelter wraps around to form a sitting area and 
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Robert Maschke designed the sleek 
Gordon Square Bus Shelter as part of 
a $3.5 million makeover of the rough-
around-the edges Detroit Shoreway 
neighborhood in Cleveland, Ohio. 

Photo courtesy of Robert Maschke 
Architects.
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an overhead protective roof. The stainless steel 
is perforated in a way that responds to localized 
conditions of sun and wind; the perforations also 
create a pattern, echoing its purpose as a piece of 
art, as well. In the evening, the shelters are internally 
illuminated with custom lighting. 

“Our office is very academically minded and 
we’ve been exploring single-form structures over 
the last few years,” Maschke said. “We didn’t have 
much money to spend and it needed to be dynamic 
and easily maintainable; and, it needed to be a 
sculpture. The shelter was a dialogue that came 
out of our office.”

The firm worked with a local stainless steel 
fabricator whom they have used on their own 
designs for railings, sun screens and hardware. They 
provided the contractor with an unfolded drawing 
of the structure that was then assembled to make 

the single-form structure. There are currently two 
bus shelters in the neighborhood.

“It’s kind of like origami in the way that you 
start with a sheet and then fold up everything,” 
said Marc Manack, an architect at the firm. 

“Bus shelters are typically very boring and very 
nondescript and we feel that creating a consistent 
identity along the Detroit Avenue Streetscape and 
Gordon Square Arts District we can help change 
the perception of placed objects,” Maschke said. 
“The shelter was designed to be iconic.”

Maschke first opened his progressive firm in 
1997. The firm offers architecture, interior, planning 
and graphic design services. The firm maintains 
an art gallery on the first floor of their building 
where they feature local, national and international 
work. As Maschke contends, the firm’s work has no 
particular niche or slant in terms of industry; but, 
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LEFT, TOP: The design of the 
Gordon Square Bus Shelter uses a 
single stainless steel surface with 
perforations making up a staccato 
pattern. 

LEFT, BOTTOM: For the 
revitalization of the Detroit Shoreway 
neighborhood, the Gordon Square 
Bus Shelters was the first piece 
of functional public art. Robert 
Maschke’s firm has been based out of 
the neighborhood for over six years.

ABOVE: The Cuyahoga Community 
College asked Robert Maschke to 
design a temporary media arts center 
in their Downtown Cleveland Campus 
while their older building was being 
renovated; but, the students and 
faculty became so enamored with 
Maschke’s bamboo-laced design 
that Media Arts is now a permanent 
fixture on campus.
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their modern designs which play with geometric 
shapes and clean lines are becoming more readily 
recognizable nationwide.

“Our firm is only 14 years old, so we don’t 
necessarily always get the top projects because of 
our youth, but we always make the most of them,” 
Maschke said. “We’re passionate about what we 
do. There is almost a direct and serendipitous 
lineage from our very first project to what we’re 
working on now – 95 percent of our work comes 
from referrals.”

Their strong referral base has acted as an asset 
in the recent economic downturn and led the small 
firm into educational design – taking with them 
that signature Maschke look. One such project was 
designing a media arts center for the Cuyahoga 
Community College’s metropolitan campus in 
downtown Cleveland. 

“The economy has been tough on us, but 
we’ve been very fortunate to get the work [from 
higher education projects and universities] over 
the last three or four years,” Maschke said. “The 
work has both carried us and broadened our 
design capabilities.”

The client called for a black box film studio, 
which could have all the capabilities to also serve 
as a center for small musical concerts and a class-
room. The exquisite single-form structure clad 
almost entirely in light-hued bamboo and glass 
provided a light and airy space and the acoustical 

requirements for its various needs. The structure 
is made up of long lines of wood grain and open 
rectangular slots that are used for a range of func-
tions like concealing the HVAC units and lighting. 
The double acoustical glass also aided in making 
the space a haven for film students.

“Bamboo was the perfect choice because of its 
incredible flexibility and durability, and creating 
an uninterrupted pattern,” Manack said who over-
saw the choosing of materials. The construction 
focused on low-impact solutions that could easily 
be disassembled when necessary, as the structure 
was originally intended to be a temporary space.

“This was an interesting project because the 
client asked us to design a temporary building 
while the permanent 40,000 sq. ft. building was 
under construction,” Maschke said. “We needed 
to create something that could be up for a just a 
couple years and could be disassembled and the 
material used for something else. Now, the build-
ing is also one of the most used spaces on campus 
and the college has no intention to tear it down.”

The design won a Design Honor Award from 
AIA’s National Chapter and put Maschke’s firm 
on the map.

“We are undeterred by any project. We 
put our stamp on what we do and put in 100 
percent when it comes to our design approach,” 
Maschke said. “I think our work really transcends 
a variety scales.” ALT

CLOCKWISE, FROM RIGHT: For 
the Media Arts Center at Cuyahoga 
Community College, Maschke 
played with the idea of folding 
and wrapping a single form. The 
flexible, inexpensive and highly 
eco-conscious bamboo wood was 
the ideal building material. Here 
the bamboo wraps around the 
classroom/film viewing space.

At night, the Media Arts’ design is 
most striking. Though the building 
is made up of almost entirely 
bamboo and glass, it provides a 
tightly sealed and soundproof 
space for film viewing.

The ceiling demonstrates how the 
structure is made up of long lines of 
wood grain and open rectangular 
“slots” that are used for a range of 
functions like concealing the HVAC 
units and lighting.

Maschke was asked to be involved 
in everything from choosing the 
lighting to the modern furniture 
that would complement the 
building’s clean lines and sparse 
materials. The project that once 
began as a temporary fix for the 
college, ended up winning the firm 
a Design Honor Award from the 
AIA’s National  Chapter. 
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MILANO ELECTRIC
milanoelectric.com

For those in the industry throughout Northeastern Ohio, there is one electric 
company that can be counted on for a wide range of electrical contracting 
service: Milano Electric. Since 1989, the company has set the standards 
for residential and commercial construction wiring; from the installation of 
standby generators and pool/spa electrical systems to custom lighting and 
lighting control systems. 

“Having worked with Robert Maschke for so many years, we’ve developed an 
ideal relationship,” said Milano Electric President Carmen Milano. “Maschke 
is incredibly meticulous, even down to debate of specific spacing for screws 
based on the kind of plywood, and the best kind of varnish on which to mount 
the electrical panel. They were hard to work for at first because of their high 
standards, but as our relationship has developed, we knew how to match the 
high level of quality they expect.”

Fully licensed, bonded and insured, with a full staff of talented and visionary 
individuals, Milano Electric is the standard for custom electrical work for any 
designer, architect or contractor. 
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