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IKEA just rEAchEd  

thE fInAl frontIEr wIth A 

lInE of PrEfAb  housEs so 

thAt homE ownErshIP  

mAy bE PossIblE for All  

tAx bracKEts, EvEn  

stArvIng wrItErs. 

but I'm stIll not convIncEd. 

hAvE you EvEr sEEn thEIr 

chAIrs lAst longEr thAn 

A couPlE yEArs?  

I suppose it was only a matter of time. 
The Swedish home goods mega store IKEA, who 

intruded into our homes with bookshelves and 
beds, futons and footstools, has now come full 
circle in the home market with -- homes. Yep. It 
may take a few a more screws and definitely more 
couples therapy sessions to repair the damage 
that comes with putting it together, but now you 
can buy a whole house from IKEA and fill it with 
IKEA things.

In the name of journalistic integrity, I need to tell 
you something before I go on any further: I don't 
like IKEA. It all began about 12 years ago when an 
enourmous IKEA warehouse with smoke puffing 
out of it seemed to drop from the sky right outside 
of my hometown like Dorothy’s house in Munch-
kinland. That warehouse landed on a meadow of 
wild lupine flowers. Please don’t call me a sap, but 
wild lupine meadows support the endangered 
species of the Karner Blue Butterfly; and IKEA 
warehouses support, well, cheaply made furniture. 

Essentially, IKEA and I got off on the wrong foot. 
Now, there is something to be said for inexpen-

sive furniture. It allows different earning brackets 
to own a dining table or a new bed and IKEA's 
prices makes the process virtually universal. That 
is an idea I can definitely get behind. 

Likewise the IKEA house opens up home own-
ership to other earning groups. The one-bedroom 
prefabricated residence from IKEA, named the 
Activ, retails for around $86,500 which is a very 
affordable home ownership option.

Designed in partnership with Oregon firm Ide-
abox, the Activ model is aimed at a "Pacific North-
west consumer." Translation: it’s eco-friendly. 
Those features include dual-flush toilets, Energy 
Star-rated appliances, fiber-cement siding, a met-
al roof and Ikea flooring. 

On paper this sounds good, but I still don’t want 
to live in the Activ. I have seen an IKEA chest of 
drawers fall apart after six months and only torn 
t-shirts were the casualties. So, who builds IKEA 
homes? Are they certified general contractors?

I tend to think of IKEA furniture as rental pieces 
until you can afford the real thing. So, if an IKEA 

“Rast” chest runs around $40 and you get six 
months of use out of it before it falls apart, that’s 
about $7 a month, which is a pretty good deal.

Let’s say an Activ home remains in good con-
dition for 10 years in the notoriously rainy Pacific 
Northwest and use the same calculation. That’s 
roughly $8,650 a year or $721 a month. Since I'm 
considering the Activ a "rental," you don’t own 
anything at the end of the decade, but you did 
have a very low fixed rent for 10 years.

For most major cities, $721 is a great monthly 
rental price for 745 sq. ft. Better than any deal I've 
seen in Washington, D.C. But honestly I can't see 
myself 10 years from now, in my late 30's, living 
in 745 sq. ft. with a growing family, so I wonder 
what the resale value would be on a seven-year-
old IKEA Activ. Any interested buyers?

The Activ is "eco-friendly" so clearly you’re sav-
ing in energy bills, right? That’s how the home is 
marketed anyway. Looking more closely at these 

"eco-friendly" features, how much is an Energy 
Star appliance here and there saving you? Not too 
much. 
"Wood" is also featured as an eco-friendly fea-

ture. Shoot, every firm featured in this issue of 
Construction Leaders Today pushes green building 
beyond wood. And thinking back to the Karner 
Blue Butterfly, I'm curious what your carbon foot-
print is when you buy any IKEA product, much less 
a whole house, given their production methods. I 
don't know about you, but I'm not going to invite a 
LEED certification committee from the U.S. Green 
Building Council to have tea in my Activ.

Now, an affordable, prefab housing option I can 
get on board with is the C6 from LivingHomes. 

The LivingHomes company recently launched 
this 1,200 sq. ft. home with three bedrooms and 
two bathrooms. Designed as part of a new part-
nership with "Make It Right," a nonprofit founded 
by Brad Pitt and Cradle to Cradle®'s William Mc-
Donough, the C6 is available for $179,000. Believe 
me, I realize that a nearly $100,000 difference in 
price is a pretty substantial jump, but this home 
also defines the line between owning a glorified 
treehouse and true home ownership -- a highly 
energy efficient one at that -- for about $1,400 a 
month (using the same equation I used earlier).
"The C6 is not only our lowest cost LivingHome, 

but it's also the first to achieve our most impor-
tant Z6 Environmental Goals, and, we believe it's 
the first production home to feature Cradle to 
Cradle® inspired materials and a LEED Platinum 
level environmental program," said Steve Glenn, 
CEO of LivingHomes. The C6 includes energy-
efficient lighting and appliances, a Smart HVAC 
system, low-flow plumbing and a grey water ready 
system in place. The roof is also covered in solar 
panels so you can generate your own energy and 
be bill-free. 

Moreover, LivingHomes' long record of building 
quality homes with certified construction crews 
gives me confidence that the C6 will last beyond 
a decade and retain its value. Also the generous  
1,200 sq. ft. puts me in the position to stay there 
as my family grows. This is a good investment.

The C6 from LivingHomes topped Apartment 
Therapy's list of 12 best affordable, eco-friendly 
home ownership options, with a classic Airstream 
trailer not far behind on the list.

And the Activ? IKEA didn't even make the list.

My name is IKEA and I'll be your GC
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